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In Hebrews 11, we see the works by faith of great men and women of God 
throughout history. Many were tortured and persecuted for their faith; however, 
they still refused to accept release. How were they able to go through such 
profound suffering, willingly? Each one had an encounter with God! 
Scripture reference: Hebrews 11:32-40

To have a thriving and lasting relationship with the Lord, you must have had an 
encounter with Him. When we’ve had an encounter, we will serve God because 
we want to—out of a zealous love, and not from religious obligation. Without an 
encounter, nothing can make you pursue Him for yourself. But with an 
encounter, nothing can stop you from running after God!

Sometimes, we feel as though our past hinders us from fully following after 
God. But take heart! God shows us through the life of Peter that, even if you’ve 
made what seems to be a big mistake, if you will repent and follow God with a 
true heart, He can and will still use you! 
Scripture reference: Luke 22:54-62; Acts 3

When we’ve had an encounter, we will be active Christians, praying active 
prayers—not being passive, waiting for something to happen. We will pray and 
apply the Word knowing we serve a real God!  
Scripture reference: Hebrews 4:12

Let’s pursue God for a fresh encounter!

Although God may use songs, people, or sermons to reach us, the encounter is 
by the Holy Spirit. When we pursue the Holy Spirit, and not the experience, we 
can have fresh encounters regularly! 

This walk with God doesn’t end at the encounter. To build a lasting relationship 
with God, we must commit to regularly spending time with Him, the same way 
we cultivate a relationship in the natural world. 
See Pastor Meredith’s series, “Let the Holy Spirit Lead You,” for a great teaching 
on developing a lasting relationship with God.


