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by Pastor Tina Johnson
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and represent Christ like our lives and
the lives of others depend on it.
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been up to and what’s coming next!
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From the
Desk of
Pastor Carr
Founder, Senior Minister

“[We] must work the works of him who sent [us] while it is day,
for when the night is come the time for work will be done away.
Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel. For the kingdom
of God is at hand” (John 9:4; Mark 16:15; Matthew 3:2).
Season’s greetings and happy
New Year to all of our prayer
partners and supporters. Now that
we have entered the year of 2021,
congratulations! The year of 2020
was a very trying and turbulent
year, but we survived.
We
experienced
a
rollercoaster
election
and
a
terrifying
pandemic; the virus is still raging,
but we can see light at the end of
the tunnel. Vaccines are being
approved, and soon vaccinations
will be available. Hopefully we
will be able to move about a little
more freely, so we can drop the
mic on 2020 as we enter the new
year.
In the new year, we as believers
should prepare to witness and
proclaim the good news of the
kingdom of God. We are called to

“work while it is day for when
night comes, no one can
work” (John 9:4). We must go into
the vineyard and reap the harvest
of souls. Reach those who have
lost control of their lives, and let
them know that they have a
Savior. “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish
but have everlasting life. God did
not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world but that the
world through him might be
saved” (John 3:16-17).
Moreover, we are living in very
difﬁcult times. There seem to be
no values, no standards—every
one does what is pleasing to them
without consideration for others.
It appears truth is stranger than
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ﬁction, and lies seem to be the
norm.
Paul wrote a letter to Timothy
saying, “in the last days, perilous
times will come; people will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of
money,
proud,
unthankful,
unforgiving, without self-control,
brutal, headstrong, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God,
having a form of godliness but
denying its power (2 Timothy
3:1-5). Everything the letter says
seems to be very appropriate for
today. If the church is to make a
difference in today’s world, we
must stand against such behavior.
The body of Christ should be the
solution, not the problem. We
need to reap the harvest for the
kingdom of God.

“we must go into the
vineyard and reap the
harvest of souls.”
We are not to comprise truth for
lies and discuss empty issues. We
are not to stand against abortion
and yet put innocent children in
cages away from their parents.
The world is making mockery of
the church because of our failure
to stand for what is right. It seems
we are massaging our egos by
building larger churches and
bragging
about
our
large
membership,
all
the
while
forgetting the underserved and
the have-nots.
Hollywood is creeping into the
church with all of its glitz and
glamour. We celebrate our own
names rather than the name of

Jesus Christ. The pulpit is
becoming
an
area
of
entertainment. The crowd cheers
the minister on but does not take
the Word of God seriously. We are
being
entertained
and
not
challenged by the Word of God.
It is time for the church to get
back on track and work the works
of the One who sent us while it is
day, for when night comes no one
can work. We work by launching
out into the deep and throwing
out the lifeline of hope, winning
souls for the kingdom.

virtually with us doing our 35
year celebration. All monies went
to our building fund. However,
it’s not too late if you desire to
send your donation.
At last, we are working on the
interior of the building. We are
moving toward completion, and
with your continued help it will
soon be over. Isn’t that good
news?
May love, joy, and peace be
yours through the New Year!

Finally, I am sending a “great big
thank you” for all who celebrated

It’s not too late to

give!
Make your charitable donation today online at
www.christian-heritage.net/give
or by mail at P.O. Box: 378284
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An
ESSAY ON

Black
Economics

BY Deena Marie Carr, phd

At Christian Heritage, one of the things that I have enjoyed is teaching is
about ﬁnance according to the Word of God. I have been teaching this for the
better part of the last six years. To me, it is an excellent way to explore how
we can live the principles of the Kingdom of God on a daily basis in a world
that is constantly changing and evolving. The last class we completed was a 5part study of what I called “Black Economics.” This was an in-depth look of
the origins of the economic wealth of Blacks. It was a fun class. For some, it
was a chance to reshape their understanding of our economic history. For
others, it was the discovery of an entirely new world view–one that clearly
missing from their prior education. For this issue, Pastor Carr thought it
would be great to share one of the ﬁnal essays from the class.

Deena Marie Carr, PhD

Written by:

Minister Kaitana Woods
Over the past year, this “Black
Economics”
class
has
been
jammed packed. Looking at the
whole picture, it certainly has been
a journey, in the most eye-opening
and rewarding way possible.
I so appreciate beginning this
class by making our foundation on
God’s Word in John 3:16. Sister
Deena reminded us and really
focused our attention to the simple
truth that God sent His Son to die

for the world, and in dying for the
world, that meant dying for all
who inhabit it, but more
speciﬁcally, African Americans, for
the purpose of this class. This
simple, yet profound, reminder
really put into perspective that the
black experience matters and has
always mattered, despite society
trying to drown it out of every
crevice of history. Because Jesus
died for the world, that means that
He had a plan for us and
ultimately had us in mind. This
truth was such a great reminder to
have when things began to get
unearthed for me with information
I had never known.
Diving into the history of Africa
and discussing how our story did
not begin with the Trans-Atlantic
slave trade was crucial for me. I
knew, of course, that the people of
Africa had to have been developed
in order to be taken from their
land to the Americas, but what
was astonishing was how vastly
developed, educated, and selfsufﬁcient Africa really was. That
was information that I deﬁnitely
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did not receive in any classroom I
sat in, but at the same time I now
realize how intentional that was.
Looking at how the ﬁrst major
civilization began in Ancient
Egypt to having thousands of
years before having any type of
“white” presence was vital to
realize. We learned how vastly
rich Africa was in resources from
gold and salt, among countless
others, to knowledge on how to
grow tobacco and cotton. Africa
was also pivotal in developing
universities, building structures
that still stand today, and
organizing law and government
systems long before Europe even
knew what existed on the
continent of Africa. One of the
things, though there were many,
that stuck out to me about African
dynasties was how they were able
to conquer various lands within
the region without ravishing the
land. Rather, they offered peace to
avoid ﬁghting and bringing harm
to
people,
particularly
the
expansive Kush Dynasty. To know
how successful Africa was before
Europeans colonized it means

that they were threatened by it,
pointing towards their fear, which
I will address later.
The other amazing part of
African history was how present
Africans were in other parts of the
world, sharing and trading
knowledge and resources before
Europe even knew certain areas
existed, let alone travelled to
them. The ability for African ships
to ﬂow easily between continents
made it possible to: interact with
the people of these lands and
share their resources; learn from
each other’s knowledge of their
lands; and even have families
together. Through reading this
book, it was also evidenced that
Africa had to have some type of
interaction with these regions
because of the presence of
pyramids—a sophisticated design
which originated in Africa,

weaving
techniques,
surgical
procedures,
mummiﬁcation,
artiﬁcial beards, and annual
calendars, to name a few. The fact
that there is so much evidence to
suggest that there has been
African presence in these regions,
yet there is a denial that they even
could understand their own land
is unbelievable. The denial was so
blatant that when Olmecs were
discovered in multiple places,
clearly bearing Afro features, they
would ignore or even explain
away the Negroid features. To
know that a group of people
would deliberately erase away
another group of people shows the
deeply-rooted greed and control.
So why study all of this history
and become familiar with black
economics? Black economics is
understanding the reasons why
blacks ﬁnancially struggle today

and highlighting the lack of
knowing who we are and what is
in us. To see the constraints forced
on us to inhibit our progression
and know that they are still in
place today is sad and frightening.
If we were to really grasp the
historic economic power of black
people and couple that with the
fact that God created us, just like
He created the rest of the world,
and we are also His children, then
we would be able to live out the
creativity and value He has placed
on us. One of the big ideas Pastor
Carr has been pushing for us to
grasp is that if we only focus on
the world around us as it is now
and what it says about us, then we
will never know our true value.
However, if we begin to push back
against the narrative and claim
what God has given us, then it
will show the pride of who we are
and whose we are.

Feel free to come in join us for our classes on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. 2021 promises to be another great year of
learning. We are continuing our classes on leadership and cryptocurrency, and we will explore areas of investments and
money management. We’d love to see you there!

Deena Marie Carr, PhD

Our new sermon series,
coming this February…

THE

TABERNACLE

You don’t want to miss this powerful teaching—grab your sociallydistanced seat at 160 E Marquette Rd as Pastor Meredith
teaches on the work of God through the tabernacle!
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women who gave
A letter to the women of God to stand and represent Christ like our lives and the
lives of those around us depend on it

BY Pastor Tina Johnson

Governor in 2018, due largely to
voter suppression, address this
issue head-on by founding an
organization
responsible
for
registering over 800,000 ﬁrst-time
voters! Women have been doing
some phenomenal things this year.

Pastor Tina Johnson
Dear Sister in Christ,
What a year 2020 has been! We
have witnessed: a worldwide
pandemic kill over 1.6 million
people; a global movement for
racial justice; deadly wildﬁres in
Australia and California; an
unprecedented
number
of
earthquakes in Turkey; locusts
swarms in East Africa; and
political unrest and division across
the country. Amidst all of this, we
also saw women do some amazing
things in 2020. Kamala Harris
became the ﬁrst female, the ﬁrst
Black, and the ﬁrst person of
South-Asian descent to be voted
vice president-elect of the United
States of America. In addition, the
Biden-Harris
administration
revealed that all seven nominees
of the White House senior
communications team are women
—another ﬁrst for the USA. In
sports, we saw Kim Ng become
Major League Baseball’s ﬁrst
female East Asian American to
hold the position of general
manager. We also saw Stacey
Abrams, who lost her bid for

As poignant as these events
have been, I have also seen more
discord and dissonance within the
body of Christ than I ever have in
my thirty-one years of ministry.
How can those, who say they love
and serve the same God, be so
polarized when it comes to
political
and
social
issues?
Christianity is being portrayed as
a
“religion”
of
evangelical
hypocrites who have a hidden
agenda
with
a
political
administration in their pockets.
This mockery of the church,
resulting in the leading astray of
many, should disturb us at our
core. Sister, God has not called us
to sit by idly and watch or simply
discuss the problems of our
society. We have a responsibility to
pray, speak up, and represent
Christ in every area of our lives.
God has always desired to use
women mightily in building the
Kingdom of Christ, not tearing it
down. God values us and seeks
for us to stand spiritually strong in
him; giving our time, energy, and
ﬁnancial resources to support his
ministry, purposes, and plans.
Recently, we have seen women
attain powerful positions and
accomplish great deeds. As
women who serve the true and
living Savior, what are we doing
to “register” as many ﬁrst-time
believers in the Kingdom of Christ
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as we can? What are we doing to
reverse the negative attitudes and
behaviors many possess about
Christians today? How are we
supporting our own ministry,
Christian
Heritage
Training
Center, which seeks to serve the
Greater Grand Crossing area and
let the light of Christ shine on
those
who
have
been
disenfranchised, forgotten, and
spiritually abandoned?
Sister, you are important to God
and He desires to use you to
undergird the ministry of Christ,
spiritually and ﬁnancially.
You may not be aware, but Jesus
welcomed and allowed women to
minister with him as he traveled
preaching and teaching the gospel.
These women supported Jesus
and the disciples with their own
money. The word for their activity
in the Greek is “diakoneo,” where
we get our modern word
“deacon.” These female “deacons”
were not only active followers of
Jesus and the twelve disciples, but
they ministered alongside them
and ﬁnancially provided for them
as well.

Don’t miss a beat with
the newest at CHTC!
Join our mailing list
at www.christianheritage.net

what are we doing to
“register” as many
first-time believers in
the kingdom of christ
as we can?
Luke 8:1-3 reads,“Soon afterward,
Jesus began going around from one
city and village to another, preaching
and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God. The twelve
[disciples]
were
with
Him, and also some women who had
been healed of evil spirits and
diseases: Mary, called Magdalene
[from the city of Magdala in Galilee],
from whom seven demons had come
out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza,
Herod’s household steward, and
Susanna, and many others who were
contributing to their support out of
their private means [as was the
custom for a rabbi’s disciples].”
In ﬁrst century Jewish culture,
women were usually treated as
second-class citizens with few of
the rights men had. Jesus crossed
these barriers by letting women
minister and travel with him.
Although these women were of
high social and political status,
they were more likely known
because Jesus had healed them
spiritually and physically. These
women were not just there to fry
the ﬁsh, wash the clothes, or keep
silent. They were the ﬁnancial

underwriters of the ministry. Mary
Magdalene was from the village of
Magdala. She was most likely a
prominent leader in her city. Jesus
healed her of demon possession
and she was so grateful to him,
she never left his side. Joanna was
married to Chuza, Herod Antipas’
business manager (son of Herod
The Great). People generally
married someone of similar social
status so Joanna likely came from
a prominent Jewish family of
means. Joanna probably lent her
political inﬂuence as well as her
ﬁnances. Both Joanna and Chuza
were believers in Christ. Susanna
is mentioned less often, but was
also likely from a prominent
family and well known. Luke
wants us to know that these
women
were
not
simply
churchgoers
and
passive
bystanders, but they were active
contributors who proclaimed the
gospel of the kingdom of Christ
and gave of their means to ensure
others heard the true gospel.
In Paul’s ﬁnal chapter to the
Romans, we also see another
woman of prominence. Paul
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thanks his supporters and Phoebe
is the ﬁrst person he mentions. He
describes her as a “deacon […]
and benefactor of many” (Romans
16:1-2). Phoebe was a wealthy
woman
of
inﬂuence
who
supported Paul’s ministry. As the
women in the Bible did, I believe
God wants us to use our money,
time, resources, and inﬂuence as a
way to draw nearer to Him, and
also as a way to draw others. By
spending so much time with Jesus
these women learned his ways,
learned from his teaching, saw
how he responded to people and
learned to be like him. Day by day,
as these women of means and
nobility worked alongside the
rural Galileans, they were no
longer identiﬁed by their wealth
or status. It was the fact that they
had “been with him” that marked
them (Luke 23:49, 55). Can you
imagine how much change we
could affect today if the women of
God stood up and stood together
to represent Christ and the truth in
our churches, our communities,
and our places of inﬂuence? We
should ﬁrst be known as women
who have “been with Jesus,”

women who have spent time with
Him in prayer and His Word and
have made His agenda, our
agenda. Our ﬁrst responsibility is
to be the voice and body of Christ
in a world that so desperately
needs Him. Who is Christ
nudging you to witness to? What
has Christ empowered you to say
to those who need to hear the
truth? Where has God called you
to give your money, time, and
resources? Over the last couple of
months, our senior pastor, Mary T.
Carr, has been teaching on our call
to witness and the importance of
being able to defend our faith. I

believe many of us have been
uneasy about conversations we’ve
heard or situations we’ve been a
part of where the name of the
Lord has been used in vain, and
have felt a burden to speak out in
protection of the sanctity that is
Christ’s. That uneasiness, sister, is
God nudging us to be courageous
and let God speak through us. We
mustn’t keep silent anymore. It’s
time for the world to know and
experience the power of the true
and living God.

ﬁnd peace and justice in a world
which cannot give them what they
seek. This will only be found in
the safety of the Kingdom of God.
Standing for justice is honorable,
but
let’s
remember
which
kingdom we are ﬁghting for; not
our own, nor the world’s. My
charge today is for the women to
be spiritually keen, freely giving
of ourselves for the work of the
Lord. Jesus accepted and allowed
women to uphold his ministry by
taking up his cause and walking
with him until the end.

There is so much unrest in our
world today. People are trying to

Youth UPDATE

Thanks to our youth for celebrating Harvest Storm
Winter 2020 virtually with us! We know things
looked a little different than usual, but it was still
great to see all your faces. Know that we love you
and are praying God’s best for you, no matter what
life situations arise. We have some great things in
mind for 2021—stay tuned!

Love,
Jerard, Kaitana, and Stephen
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Follow us online!
www.christian-heritage.net

www.facebook.com/ChristianHeritageTrainingCenter

SERVICES
Youth Connect! – 2nd and 4th Sunday’s, 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service – Sunday, 10 a.m.
Prayer – Monday, 9 a.m.
Bible Study/FATYF Class – Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

Location
Mail: P.O. Box: 378284
Renovation Location: 160 E Marquette Road, Chicago, Il, 60637

“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37)

