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Jesus said it would be better to be cast into the sea with a millstone around 
one’s neck than to offend or mislead a child’s faith. How do we offend a 
child’s faith? Sometimes it’s by saying we’ll let them find their own belief 
system—to find their own way. No, we need to teach children that there is 
one way: Jesus! Sometimes, we offend children by living differently inside 
church than we do outside. Let’s be careful not to harm children’s faith! 
Scripture references: Matthew 18:1-10
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Characteristics of Childlike Faith
1. Trust (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
The same way that children have complete trust in their parents, God wants 
us to have complete trust in Him. We are to acknowledge Him in all our 
ways, even the stuff we think “we got,” or that’s part of our normal routine.
2. Transparency (Luke 7:36-48) 
The woman who washed Jesus’s feet came to Him out in the open, not trying 
to hide her sin. Because of this, her sins were forgiven. Similarly, we should 
be transparent and vulnerable in our relationship with God. As well, let’s not 
judge anyone coming to Jesus in full transparency.
3. Be Care-free (1 Peter 5:5-7, Psalm 55:22, Hebrews 12:1-2) 
Children are free to live in the present without any care for the future. They 
focus and revel in the moment because they aren’t entangled by the 
complications or distractions of life. Even though, as we get older, we feel 
we have to hold on to the cares of life, Jesus tells us to cast them all on Him!
4. Persistence (Matthew 7:7-8) 
Children are known for their persistence. If you’ve ever walked past the 
candy aisle with a young child, you’ve experienced this firsthand. They will 
ask, and keep on asking, until they get what they desire. We also should be 
persistent, continually seeking until we find.
5. Blind Obedience (Genesis 12:1-4) 
The reason Abraham is known as the father of faith is because, when God 
commanded, Abraham believed and obeyed. Children obey their parents’ 
commands, not knowing how the situation will work out, but trusting they 
know what is best. What has God called you to do? Let’s be obedient!
Ephesians 3:12-21 
Because of Christ’s sacrifice and our faith in Him, we can now come boldly 
into His presence! When you have faith like a child, you receive the supply of 
the Father!


