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JOHN 9:4JOHN 9:4
“I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” 

Happy Fall to all of my prayer partners and supporters. It is hard to believe we are rapidly moving

toward the close of another year. One might wonder, “where did the time go?” It’s unbelievable.

Perhaps we have been preoccupied with the pandemic, trying to remember to wear our mask, wash our

hands, and social distance, until time has simply gone by with very little notice. Moreover, we are still

here, and we must follow the rules to stay healthy. 

On another note: we are happy to report, we are now working to install the HVAC (heating, ventilation,

and air conditioning), plumbing, and electrical work through the entire building. It is a mammoth effort

that we are trying to push through before the cold weather sets in. After that, we will be able to close up

the walls and install the ceiling and floors. We are also happy to report that the elevator has been

ordered. It takes a couple of months for the elevator to be built to specs and shipped to the job site, so

we are happy that God opened doors for us to be able place the order. I don’t have to tell you that I am

simply overjoyed.

In addition, we are looking forward to our grand opening and celebration. Not only will we be

celebrating the work done on the building, but also, 35 years of service in ministry. We had planned an

open house celebration for October, but because of the pandemic, we had to postpone until after the

first of the new year. Do not despair; we will celebrate. In the mean time, we will continue to work to

finish the building.

A little update on the cost of our building and what has been accomplished: we give thanks to the God

of our faith and to you for your help in the work that has been done so far to complete our building. The

overall cost to redo the building was 2.5 million dollars, and we have paid approximately two thirds of

that. It has been quite a challenge to build debt free and it has taken us longer to do the project, but the

result has been rewarding. We were able to balance things so that we were not inundated with debt. We

still have a way to go, but we thank God that we are not where we used to be. We can see the finish line

in the distance, and that’s good news!
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Family, we have come this far by faith, “leaning on the Lord,” and, “He hasn’t failed us yet.”  For this, and His many blessings, we are grateful. As the

Scripture exhorts, we will continue to, “work while it is day” to complete the project, so that we can do a greater work in ministry, not only with our

work, but also through our personal giving. It often seems like the last leg of any journey is the hardest, but we can do it. Can we depend on you to help

us over the finish line? We sincerely thank you, in advance.

May the peace of God be yours, and have a great and happy Thanksgiving.



Oftentimes, we struggle to forgive, but as believers, we must try. It is the right thing to do. The reasons why we should strive to forgive are

innumerable. But what is resonating in my spirit is that we should forgive because Jesus Christ forgives. He is our ultimate example. Colossians

3:13 states, "forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel (complaint) against any man, even as Christ forgave you, so

also do ye."

Furthermore, Hebrews 9:22 states forgiveness of sins through the blood of Jesus Christ: "and almost all things are by the law purged with blood, and

without the shedding of blood is no remission." In the Old Testament we see the blood of a sacrificial lamb was shed for the atonement of sin (Leviticus

17:11). In the New Testament, Jesus became that sacrificial Lamb when He was crucified on the cross, for you and for me.

Did you know unforgiveness is a sin towards the Lord? As followers of Christ, as He with His blood willingly atoned for our sins by forgiving us, we

must also forgive.

Did you know forgiveness comes out of love—the love where, "for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16)?

Finally, self reflect today, and pray that the Lord endow you with the ability to identify apparent or hidden unforgiveness. Our salvation and peace

together depend upon it.

Forgiveness means to pardon or acquit sins. Going a little further, pardon means to release (a person)

from punishment; exempt from penalty; to let an offense pass without punishment. In other words, you

do whatever it takes, so that if and when that person comes into your presence, they will not feel guilt.

You have essentially released them, and what remains is peace.
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Hello to my Christian Heritage family! For those of you who don't know, I recently relocated to

Oklahoma City for work, of course with the blessing of Pastor Carr and the encouragement of my

family. I know my pastor loves me because she gave me the grace to go quietly, without a big hurrah

or sendoff. I am still involved with the ministry—in fact, really the only thing that has changed is that

you won't see me there most Sunday's. Know that I love you all, and I am praying that God would

continue to move both in and through your lives to reveal His glory, no matter the situation.

Originally, when asked to write an article for this newsletter, I started writing on, "The Need For

Wisdom." I had seven news sources, five Scriptures, and a heart to convey how important it is for us,

the people of God, to seek and use godly wisdom in these extraordinary times. I had seen so many

people using "I'm not going to walk in fear" as an excuse to make unwise decisions. Contrastingly, I

don't walk in fear of burning my hands off, but I do use oven mitts when I take hot pans out the oven. I

don't walk in fear of freezing to death, but I do wear a jacket when it gets chilly. I wanted to remind us

that taking precautions against potential dangers isn't fear—it's simply using wisdom. 

But when I sat down to write, I couldn't stop my pen from overflowing with words of thankfulness for

all that God has done (okay, my keyboard, but you get the point). 

In February of this year, I preached a message called, "Nothing and Everything." In the first half of

that message, I shared some things on my heart that I felt God would do in 2020—blessing, increase,

placement and repositioning—all these good, positive things. This was a little unusual for me. I'm a bit

untraditional in that I don't typically make New Year's resolutions, so it was a big deal (in my head) to
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be making all these predictions about what the year would bring. I did not know then that we would be in a global pandemic only a few weeks later.

Thinking about it later, I figured, "wow, I guess I just missed God on that one! How could all those amazing things happen in a year of such calamity?"

But as the months continued on, God continued to bless overwhelmingly and move in spite of, showing how much bigger He is than our life situations.

He brought me back to that message, as if to say, "yeah, I really am that good! Nothing can stop my love."

Think about it: in the midst of a global pandemic, God has blessed: our ministry to move back into our building; many folks (including me) to find new

jobs or get promoted, when unemployment is its highest since the Great Depression; many with new cars and new homes; many of our sick with

healing; and so much more! I know when I turn on the news and look at all the problems in our world, it's easy to become overwhelmed; but it has

given me life to stop and remember all that God has done. He is so much greater than anything we face. When we place our confidence in His power

instead of people or politicians, we will have that awesome peace that passes understanding.

It brings to my mind the effectiveness of prayer. I am so thankful that when we pray, we are not tossing up meaningless expressions into an ether; we

are not throwing out worthless words into the universe. Our words are not Powerball numbers, where if we say them in the right order and combination,

we'll win big from God; our requests are not a game of blackjack, where if we go over, getting “too ambitious,” we miss out on blessing; our

supplications are not horse races, where if we place them on the right bet, we’ll finally get what we want. No, when we speak, we are speaking directly

to God of the universe, who created all that there is, and who has power to do everything He pleases, enthroned in the heavens and enthroned in our

hearts. Remember that your words are not meaningless—they are heard by the God of all creation! And this is not a hocus-pocus message saying, just

list off all your wishes and your genie-God is going to do them. It is a bible-backed, experience-verified statement of fact, that God hears us when we

pray. It is His good pleasure to give us what we seek Him for when it aligns with His will, and there is no force in all of creation that can stop Him (1

John 5:15).



So ask God for the big! There’s no prayer too large, no request too great that our God cannot do. Thank God for the big! Don’t let the things God hasn’t

done distract from all that He has done. Sometimes, it’s good just to think back to where you were a year ago and remember all that God has done. I

know in my life, a year ago, I would have given my left leg to be where I am now. Are there still things I’m seeking God for? You bet—and God wants

it to be that way! But even as I continue to seek Him, I am reminded to remain grateful and content with what I have, where I am, and what God is

doing in my life right now. As we celebrate our 35th year of ministry, let's stop for a minute and simply just say, "Lord, I thank you!"

CONTACT US
Renovation Location: 160 E Marquette Rd, Chicago, Illinois

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 378284

Website: www.christian-heritage.net

Worship Service: Sunday, 10 a.m.

"The harvest truly is

plenteous, but the

laborers are few."

Matthew 9:37

Celebrating the Life of Bro. Al Rogers Trout    

January 31, 1933 - August 23, 2020


